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ACAD 22: 
Attendance Policy 

Effective Date: Friday, April 17, 2026 

 

 

1.0 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to establish expectations regarding student participation 

and attendance in courses offered by Shingwauk Kinoomaage Gamig (SKG). 

Regular participation in course activities supports student learning, engagement with 

instructors and peers, and successful completion of academic requirements. The policy 

ensures that attendance expectations are applied in a fair and transparent manner while 

recognizing the diverse circumstances that may affect student participation. 

2.0 SCOPE 

This policy applies to all students enrolled in: 

• undergraduate degree programs 

• diploma and certificate programs 

• micro-credential or continuing education programs where applicable 

The policy applies to courses delivered in all formats, including: 

• in-person classes 

• hybrid or online courses 

• community-based delivery 

• experiential or land-based learning activities 

3.0 AUTHORITY 

This policy is approved by the Board of Directors upon recommendation of the Vice 
President Academic and Research (VPAR). 
The policy is administered through academic programs in collaboration with instructors 

and the Registrar’s Office. 

4.0 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Attendance expectations at SKG are guided by the following principles: 

Student Engagement 
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Active participation in course activities contributes to student learning and academic 

success. 

Respect for Learning Community 

Attendance supports collaborative learning and respectful engagement with peers, 

instructors, Elders, and community partners. 

Cultural Awareness 

Attendance expectations recognize that students may participate in cultural 

responsibilities, ceremonies, or community obligations. 

Flexibility and Compassion 

Where appropriate, instructors may accommodate legitimate circumstances affecting 

student attendance. 

5.0 ATTENDANCE EXPECTATIONS 

Students are expected to: 

• attend scheduled classes and learning activities 

• participate in course discussions and learning exercises 

• engage respectfully in classroom and community learning environments 

• complete required course work within established timelines 

Attendance expectations and participation requirements must be clearly outlined in the 

course syllabus. 

6.0 PARTICIPATION IN EXPERIENTIAL AND LAND-BASED LEARNING 

Courses that include experiential or land-based learning components may require 

mandatory participation in scheduled activities. 

Examples include: 

• fieldwork or site visits 

• community engagement projects 

• land-based learning experiences 

• cultural teachings or workshops 

Students must participate in these activities to successfully complete the course unless 

alternative arrangements are approved. 

7.0 ABSENCES 
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Students who are unable to attend scheduled learning activities should notify their 

instructor as soon as possible. 

Acceptable reasons for absence may include: 

• illness or medical concerns 

• family emergency 

• participation in cultural or ceremonial responsibilities 

• community obligations 

• other exceptional circumstances 

Students may be required to provide documentation where appropriate. 

8.0 MISSED COURSEWORK AND ASSESSMENTS  
Students are responsible for making arrangements with the instructor to complete 

missed coursework or assessments. 

Instructors may provide alternative arrangements where appropriate, including: 

• alternate assignment submissions 

• rescheduled assessments 

• equivalent learning activities 

Such arrangements are subject to the instructor’s approval. 

9.0 ATTENDANCE IN ONLINE AND HYBRID COURSES 

In online or hybrid courses, attendance may be measured through participation in 

learning activities such as: 

• online discussions 

• scheduled virtual sessions 

• submission of course assignments 

• participation in group work 

Students are expected to engage actively with course materials and activities. 

10.0 EXTENDED ABSENCES 

Students experiencing extended absences that affect their ability to complete course 

requirements are encouraged to consult with: 

• their instructor 

• an academic advisor 
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• student services 

Students may explore options such as: 

• course withdrawal 

• leave of absence 

• academic accommodations 

11.0 RESPONSIBILITIES 

Students 

Students are responsible for: 

• attending scheduled learning activities 

• communicating with instructors regarding absences 

• completing course requirements 

Instructors 

Instructors are responsible for: 

• communicating attendance expectations in the course syllabus 

• maintaining fair and consistent attendance policies 

• supporting students experiencing legitimate challenges 

Academic Programs 

Programs are responsible for ensuring that attendance expectations align with program 

learning requirements and accreditation standards where applicable. 

12.0 POLICY REVIEW 

This policy will be reviewed every three years to ensure alignment with institutional 

priorities and academic practices. 

 


